48            VOYAGE FROM EGYPT TO SYRIA.

safety in a place of refuge from the storm, but
as well, no doubt, to gratify their curiosity, ex-
cited by the appearance of strangers in Euro-
pean dresses. A hundred questions were asked
us at once, which we had neither time nor capa-
city to answer; but finding among the mer-
chants there collected some who were more for-
ward in the offer of their services than others, we
delivered to them our small packages and arms,
and followed -them to a house in the centre of
the town.

We were furnished with an excellent room and
clean mats, but the repose we so much needed
and desired we were not yet suffered to enjoy. The
few soldiers who were here desired to know from
whence we came, whither we were bound, and
under whose firman* we travelled. The mer-
chants followed, to enquire what articles we had
brought for sale5 and to obtain the latest prices
of goods and rates of money in Egypt

The Christian priests succeeded, to hail us as
" Masafar-ela-Kods-el-Shereefe," or Pilgrims to
the Holy and the Noble, meaning Jerusalem ;
and our appearance was sufficiently pilgrim-like
to have deceived them, since no razor had been
over our faces for fifteen days, nor any change of

ji) a Persian word, signifying a mandate or order, and
nsed as such for the passport of Turidsh governors, to travel
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